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Results of Safe Family Holiday Campaign Kickoff  
 388 Arrested for Aggressive and DUI Violations Thanksgiving Weekend and 6 

Green Bulbs are placed on DUI Victim’s Tree 
 

Dover – Too much hustle and bustle, or too much to drink before and after Thanksgiving dinner, 

resulted in fines for some and a trip to the nearest police station for others.  By the end of the first 

weekend of the Office of Highway Safety’s (OHS) ninth annual Safe Family Holiday campaign, 

law enforcement officers had arrested 25 for DUI and issued 363 citations for aggressive driving 

violations, including 75 as part of the new Operation Commute initiative.   

The Safe Family Holiday campaign runs from Thanksgiving through New Year’s Eve 

and consists of both high visibility enforcement efforts and public awareness activities aimed at 

protecting citizens from impaired and other dangerous drivers.   

The 25 DUI arrests were made at three sobriety checkpoints conducted last weekend.  

Participating agencies included the New Castle, Kent and Sussex County DUI Task Forces.  

Additional checkpoints that were originally scheduled had to be cancelled due to poor weather 

conditions. 

In addition to the 25 DUI arrests, officers issued 3 citations for underage drinking 

violations, made 8 drug arrests, 5 felony arrests, apprehended 9 wanted individuals, and issued 

116 citations for other traffic violations.   The checkpoints are a part of OHS’s ongoing 

Checkpoint Strikeforce campaign.  A total of 33 checkpoints are scheduled for the holiday 

season.  Supporting DUI saturation patrols by more than a dozen state and local police agencies 

will begin December 1st. 

The weekend’s 363 aggressive driving citations were issued by officers from the 

Delaware State Police, New Castle County Police and Newport Police.  The following is a 



breakdown of the aggressive driving citations:  4 Aggressive Driving, 277 speeding, 15 unsafe 

lane changes, 7 following too closely,  48 running stop signs and stop lights, and 6 passing on the 

shoulder.  Officers also issued 22 citations to unbelted motorists and 89 citations for additional 

traffic violations. 

75 of the citations were issued by state Troopers from DSP Troops 3, 4, 7 and 9 as part of 

the Operation Commute initiative.  Operation Commute is aimed at getting motorists to slow 

down and drive safely during the morning hours.  Additionally, aggressive driving stops by 

Delaware State Police Troop 5 resulted in 3 criminal charges, 1 for possession of marijuana, 1 

for possession of drug paraphernalia, and 1 charge of consumption of alcohol by a minor.   

Aggressive driving patrols are also part of OHS’s “Stop Aggressive Driving” campaign. 

 Sadly there was one traffic fatality involving a pedestrian on Thanksgiving Day.  There 

were also dozens of alcohol-related crashes over the weekend in which six people received 

injuries.   

That means six green light bulbs will be placed on the DUI Victim’s Trees located in 

DMV lobbies statewide.  The DUI Victim’s Tree memorializes alcohol-related deaths and 

injuries during the Safe Family Holiday campaign period.  Each green bulb on the tree represents 

a person injured in an alcohol-related crash in Delaware during the holidays, and each red bulb 

represents one person killed in an impaired driving crash.  During the 2005 Safe Family Holiday, 

two people died and 93 were injured in alcohol-related crashes. 

OHS will host a mocktail or “non-alcoholic” cocktail party at the Dover Boscov’s as part 

of their Festival of Fun and Giving event on Saturday Dec. 2nd from 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.   The 

mocktail party will be in the men’s department and will feature “smart” party foods, DUI 

prevention and other safety information along with demonstrations using Fatal Vision goggles. 

For more information on the Safe Family Holiday campaign, visit the Office of Highway 

Safety’s website at www.state.de.us/highway. 
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