
 
STATE OF DELAWARE 

OFFICE OF HIGHWAY SAFETY 
P.O. BOX 1321 

DOVER, DELAWARE 19903-1321 
302-744-2743 

www.state.de.us/highway 
NEWS RELEASE                                                                      NEWS RELEASE   
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                             CONTACT: Andrea Summers 
December 27, 2006                           Community Relations Officer 
                                                                                                                                        302-744-2743 
 

Seven DUI Checkpoints Scheduled for New Year’s Weekend 
Highway safety officials urge greater caution after deadly weekend in Delaware 

 
Dover – State Office of Highway Safety officials want this to be a festive and memorable, but most of 

all safe New Year’s Eve weekend for all Delawareans.  That’s why they’re blanketing the state with 

DUI enforcement activities beginning Friday night.  Seven sobriety checkpoints, at least two in each 

county, as well as multiple DUI saturation patrols are currently scheduled for the holiday weekend.  

 “One of the most important plans you can make this weekend is who will be your sober 

designated driver,” said Andrea Summers, Community Relations Officer for the Office of Highway 

Safety.  “Officers will be out in force to stop and arrest anyone who drives under the influence of 

alcohol and endangers innocent lives.” 

 OHS officials are particularly concerned about the safety of motorists after a deadly weekend 

on Delaware roads.  In the last five days, 9 people died in motor vehicle crashes, including three who 

were killed in a single alcohol-related incident north of Millsboro on Saturday night.    

Since Thanksgiving 144 individuals have been arrested for Driving Under the Influence (DUI) 

of alcohol.   21 of the DUI arrests occurred last weekend with 11 of them coming as a result of DUI 

saturation patrols.  The remaining 10 DUI arrests resulted from two sobriety checkpoints conducted 

last weekend by the New Castle and Sussex County DUI Task Forces.   

In addition to the DUI arrests made at checkpoints, officers made 2 arrests for underage 

drinking violations, made 4 drug arrests, 4 felony drug arrests, apprehended 2 wanted individuals, and 

issued 70 citations for other traffic violations.  

The following checkpoints are scheduled to take place during the weekend of December 29th 

Friday December 29th  -   Newport (NcCo DUI Task Force)   
       Kent Co. (Kent Co. DUI Task Force) 
       Seaford (Sussex Co. DUI Task Force) 
       Newark (DSP Troop 9) 



 
Saturday December 30th – Millsboro (Millsboro Police) 
 
Sunday December 31st – Multiple locations in NcCo (NcCo DUI Task Force) 
       Kent County (Kent & Sussex Co. DUI Task Forces) 
       Delaware Beaches (DSP Troop 7) 
 
 MADD Delaware will have volunteers at the weekend’s checkpoints assisting officers in any 

way they can.  In addition to the alcohol-related deaths that occurred over the weekend, 14 people were 

injured as a result of impaired driving crashes bringing the total number of green light bulbs on the 

DUI Victim’s Tree to 46.  Three red bulbs will also be placed on the tree, representing those killed in 

the alcohol-related crash Saturday evening.   

 OHS is offering the following tips to get you home safely this New Year’s weekend: 

• Plan ahead: Whenever you plan on consuming alcohol, designate your sober driver 
before going out and give that person your keys;  

• If you’re impaired, call a taxi, use mass transit or call a sober friend or family member 
to get you home safely; 

• Promptly report drunk drivers you see on the roadways to law enforcement by calling 
911; 

• Wearing your seat belt or using protective gear on your motorcycle is your best defense 
against an impaired driver; 

• And remember, Friends Don’t Let Friends Drive Drunk.  If you know someone who is 
about to drive or ride while impaired, take their keys and help them make other 
arrangements to get to where they are going safely. 

 

DUI and aggressive driving enforcement as well as the DUI Victim’s Tree project are all part 

of the Office of Highway Safety’s Safe Family Holiday campaign.  For more information on the 

campaign, visit our website at www.state.de.us/highway.   
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